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§55.55

functions of an operator or senior oper-
ator on a minimum of seven 8-hour or
five 12-hour shifts per calendar quarter.
For test and research reactors, the li-
censee shall actively perform the func-
tions of an operator or senior operator
for a minimum of four hours per cal-
endar quarter.

(f) If paragraph (e) of this section is
not met, before resumption of func-
tions authorized by a license issued
under this part, an authorized rep-
resentative of the facility licensee
shall certify the following:

(1) That the qualifications and status
of the licensee are current and valid;
and

(2) That the licensee has completed a
minimum of 40 hours of shift functions
under the direction of an operator or
senior operator as appropriate and in
the position to which the individual
will be assigned. The 40 hours must
have included a complete tour of the
plant and all required shift turnover
procedures. For senior operators lim-
ited to fuel handling under paragraph
(c) of this section, one shift must have
been completed. For test and research
reactors, a minimum of six hours must
have been completed.

(g) The licensee shall notify the Com-
mission within 30 days about a convic-
tion for a felony.

(h) The licensee shall complete a re-
qualification program as described by
§55.59.

(i) The licensee shall have a biennial
medical examination.

(j) The licensee shall not consume or
ingest alcoholic beverages within the
protected area of power reactors, or the
controlled access area of non-power re-
actors. The licensee shall not use, pos-
sess, or sell any illegal drugs. The li-
censee shall not perform activities au-
thorized by a license issued under this
part while under the influence of alco-
hol or any prescription, over-the-
counter, or illegal substance that could
adversely affect his or her ability to
safely and competently perform his or
her licensed duties. For the purpose of
this paragraph, with respect to alco-
holic beverages and drugs, the term
“under the influence’” means the 1li-
censee exceeded, as evidenced by a con-
firmed test result, the lower of the cut-
off levels for drugs or alcohol con-
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tained in 10 CFR Part 26, or as estab-
lished by the facility licensee. The
term ‘‘under the influence’ also means
the licensee could be mentally or phys-
ically impaired as a result of substance
use including prescription and over-
the-counter drugs, as determined under
the provisions, policies, and procedures
established by the facility licensee for
its fitness-for-duty program, in such a
manner as to adversely affect his or
her ability to safely and competently
perform licensed duties.

(k) Each licensee at power reactors
shall participate in the drug and alco-
hol testing programs established pursu-
ant to 10 CFR part 26. Each licensee at
non-power reactors shall participate in
any drug and alcohol testing program
that may be established for that non-
power facility.

(1) The licensee shall comply with
any other conditions that the Commis-
sion may impose to protect health or
to minimize danger to life or property.

[62 FR 9460, Mar. 25, 1987, as amended at 56
FR 32070, July 15, 1991; 74 FR 45545, Sept. 3,
2009]

§55.55 Expiration.

(a) Each operator license and senior
operator license expires six years after
the date of issuance, upon termination
of employment with the facility Ii-
censee, or upon determination by the
facility licensee that the licensed indi-
vidual no longer needs to maintain a li-
cense.

(b) If a licensee files an application
for renewal or an upgrade of an exist-
ing license on Form NRC-398 at least 30
days before the expiration of the exist-
ing license, it does not expire until dis-
position of the application for renewal
or for an upgraded license has been fi-
nally determined by the Commission.
Filing by mail or telegram will be
deemed to be complete at the time the
application is deposited in the mail or
with a telegraph company.

§55.57 Renewal of licenses.

(a) The applicant for renewal of a li-
cense shall—

(1) Complete and sign Form NRC-398
and include the number of the license
for which renewal is sought.
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(2) File an original of NRC Form 398
with the appropriate Regional Admin-
istrator specified in §55.5(b).

(3) Provide written evidence of the
applicant’s experience under the exist-
ing license and the approximate num-
ber of hours that the licensee has oper-
ated the facility.

(4) Provide a statement by an author-
ized representative of the facility 1li-
censee that during the effective term
of the current license the applicant has
satisfactorily completed the requali-
fication program for the facility for
which operator or senior operator li-
cense renewal is sought.

(5) Provide evidence that the appli-
cant has discharged the license respon-
sibilities competently and safely. The
Commission may accept as evidence of
the applicant’s having met this re-
quirement a certificate of an author-
ized representative of the facility 1li-
censee or holder of an authorization by
which the licensee has been employed.

(6) Provide certification by the facil-
ity licensee of medical condition and
general health on Form NRC-396, to
comply with §§55.21, 55.23 and 55.27.

(b) The license will be renewed if the
Commission finds that—

(1) The medical condition and the
general health of the licensee continue
to be such as not to cause operational
errors that endanger public health and
safety. The Commission will base this
finding upon the certification by the
facility licensee as described in §55.23.

(2) The licensee—

(i) Is capable of continuing to com-
petently and safely assume licensed du-
ties;

(ii) Has successfully completed a re-
qualification program that has been
approved by the Commission as re-
quired by §55.59; and

(iii) Has passed the requalification
examinations and annual operating
tests as required by §55.59.

(3) There is a continued need for a li-
censee to operate or for a senior oper-
ator to direct operators at the facility
designated in the application.

(4) The past performance of the li-
censee has been satisfactory to the
Commission. In making its finding, the
Commission will include in its evalua-
tion information such as notices of vio-

§55.59

lations or letters of reprimand in the
licensee’s docket.

[62 FR 9460, Mar. 25, 1987, as amended at 59
FR 5938, Feb. 9, 1994; 68 FR 58813, Oct. 10,
2003]

§55.59 Requalification.

(a) Requalification requirements. Each
licensee shall—

(1) Successfully complete a requali-
fication program developed by the fa-
cility licensee that has been approved
by the Commission. This program shall
be conducted for a continuous period
not to exceed 24 months in duration.

(2) Pass a comprehensive requalifica-
tion written examination and an an-
nual operating test.

(i) The written examination will
sample the items specified in §§55.41
and 55.43 of this part, to the extent ap-
plicable to the facility, the licensee,
and any limitation of the license under
§55.63(c) of this part.

(ii) The operating test will require
the operator or senior operator to dem-
onstrate an understanding of and the
ability to perform the actions nec-
essary to accomplish a comprehensive
sample of items specified in §55.45(a) (2)
through (13) inclusive to the extent ap-
plicable to the facility.

(iii) In lieu of the Commission ac-
cepting a certification by the facility
licensee that the licensee has passed
written examinations and operating
tests administered by the facility 1li-
censee within its Commission-approved
program developed by using a systems
approach to training under paragraph
(c) of this section, the Commission may
administer a comprehensive requali-
fication written examination and an
annual operating test.

(b) Additional training. If the require-
ments of paragraphs (a) (1) and (2) of
this section are not met, the Commis-
sion may require the licensee to com-
plete additional training and to submit
evidence to the Commission of success-
ful completion of this training before
returning to licensed duties.

(c) Requalification program require-
ments. A facility licensee shall have a
requalification program reviewed and
approved by the Commission and shall,
upon request consistent with the Com-
mission’s inspection program needs,
submit to the Commission a copy of its
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